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GEORGE POPPERT'S PATENT IMPROVED WEIGHT 

SLIDING BLINDS. 

The ideal of a perfect inside sliding blind, practical in 
every detail, is sought to be attained in the latest product 
of Mr. George Poppert, of Milwaukee, Wis. They are 

made with a g uideway or slide, 
size 3Yz x 1 5-16 inches, which 
acts as window stop, and is so 
arranged as to receive the metal 
strips connecting blinds with 
guideway, and at the same time 
covers the lead weights, % x 5-16 
inch in size, balancing the 
blinds. 

To avoiding any noise in operat· 
ing, glass pins are used, over 
which the cord slides (see Fig. 1), 

FIG. 1. This guideway can be attached to 
any window in old as well as in new buildings, and the 
frames do not need to be especially prepared to fit the 
guideway, as the guideway is arranged to fit any frame 
n any house. 

Figure 2 shows guideway and blind connected by metal 
strip, and Figure 3 shows front view of same. The cord 
is attached to blind by means of a plug. Figure 4. By the 

FIG. 2. FIG. 3. 

use of metal strips several points of great advantage are 
gained. The blinds will work smooth and easy under all 
circumstances, and never stick. A blind 6 feet wide will 
work as freely as one 2 feet in width, and by means of the 
strips the blind can be taken out of window in a minute's 
time to be cleaned. A turn of the screw holding down 
the metal strip will loosen the strip, so it can be drawn out 
of its groov;:, in guideway. A motion of the hand takes 
out the plug holding cord, and the blind can be taken 
away. The cords are prevented from slipping into weight 
boxes by the plugs at their ends. 

The improvement made in the blinds is based princi
pally on a change made in the construction of the guide
way, the blinds now being held in place by metal strips, 
and running far smoother than if t'1e blinds would run 
direct in grooves. Wood sliding in wood is always more 
or less subject to sw:elling caused by moisture. With 
metal strip attachment, the blinds are not affected by the 
weather. 

Figures 5 and 6 show section drawings of frames, with 
sliding blinds attached. 

FlG.5. FIG. 6. 

Mr. George Poppert manufactures also a blind espe
cially made and suited for the Southern climate. The 
slats in these throughout the entire blind are made 
movable by means of brass rods fastened tv both ends, 
and in this way perfect ventilation as weU as shade can 
be had. 

FIG. '7. FIG. 8. 

Figures 7 and 8 show an improved form of drop and 
lift handle. 

• • • 

The New Decorations ill the Apse of St. Paul's. 

The spandrels of the inner dome of St. Paul's, London, 
were decorated wi:h Salviati glass mosaic, in designs by 
Watts, Stevens and Brittan, the time consumed being 
thirty-one years. These mosaics are by W. B. Richmond. 
Nineteen spaces, great and little, have been embellished 
with mosaics at a cost of $6 0,000, and at least as much 
again will be needed to complete the choir. 

Preparing Walls for Papering. 

The following rules are for the scraping and treatment 
of walls of various kinds preparatory to papering: 

If walls have been previously papered, it is advisable to 
scrape off old paper, not only from a sanitary standpoint, 
but also to insure a perfect job. Paperhangers cannGt 
be too vigorous in advising customers to have walls and 
ceilings scraped previous to repapering. 

To remove ordinary wall paper, soak the paper by 
applying hot water with an old brush, and then scraping 
with hand or pole scraper. 

Heavy papers, such as leathers and felts, should be 
treated to a coat of hot paste, thinned down to the 
consistency of cream. After a few minutes' 
soaking remove by scraping. 

Whitewashed walls should be scraped 
after thoroughly wetting the walls with 
thin paste or water, then size with strong 
sizing. If whitewash is not thick or scaly, 
a strong solution of vinegar will answer all 
purposes. 

For damp walls we advise either one, 
two, or three coats of shellac over the 
damp surface; or tinfoil, which is put up 
in sheets, can be tacked and Ilasted over 
the damp spots. 

For varnished paper, mix about two 
pounds of common brown sugar or molasses 

to one-half bucket of water, 
then apply like sizing. This 
mixture is also good for oil-
painted walls. S c r a p i n g, 
however, is p r e f e r r e d  to 
either. 

For oil-painted walls, dis
solve two pounds of pearlash 
in a bucket of water, and apply 
like sizing. 

For kalsomined walls, wash 

FIG. 4. walls and ceilings with a large 
sponge, then a pply ordinary 

sizing. New walls should have a coat of weak 
sizing.-Builder and Wood Workej·. 

. .  ,. 

AN IMPROVED CARPENTER'S CLAMP. 

The new steel carpenter's clamp shown ill the illustra
tion is for use in clamping up doors, counter·top', or any 
work which requires holding under pressure while the 

AN IMPROVED CARPENTER'S CLAMP. 

glue is drying or in being put together. The bars are 
made of a quality of steel rolled especially for the pur
pose. They are notched on the lower side, which gives a 
much greater holding power to the loose jaw than where 
the notches are placed on the upper side of the bar. The 
screw is made of wrought iron. with a machine cut thread. 
The crank is malleable. These clamps are made by 
Messrs. E. C. Stearns & Co., of Syracuse, N. Y., in two, 
thicknesses of bars, and. in lengths of 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 
feet. 

. .  ,. 

AN IMPROVED SANITARY APPLIANCE. 

The illustration represents a simple and effective pro
vision for a common necessity in 1111 places lacking a 
watcr supply and sewerage system. It is made to operale 
automatically by the weight of the body, the hir.ged seat 
then pressing upon a knob which moves an air-tight seal. 

AN IMPROVED SANITARY APPLIANCE. 

The improvement is designed to afford absolute cleanli
ness, absence vf odors, and a perfect system of ventila
tion when not in use. It is manufactured by the Sanitary 
Appliance Co., of Guilford Avenue and Oliver Street, 
Baltimore, Md. 
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HUGHES' IMPROVED DRAWING TABLE. 

This table, of which Mr. Henry J. Hughes, of No. 360 
Forty-fifth Street,Brooklyn, N. Y. ,is the inventor ,possesses 
several novel features designed to promote the convenience 
and comfort of the draughtsman. The board is readily 
adjustable, by means of thumbscrews at the front, 
through a vertical range of six inches, and it can be tilted 
from a horizontal position to a nearly vertical one by 
simply raising the rear portion to any desired angle, the 
board being automatically locked in the position in 
which it is placed by depending supports which slide 
through angular openings in rearwardly extending 
pivoted arms. The arms are connected by .:1 horizontal 

A NEW DRAWING TABLE. 

rod, and when they are slightly raif'ed the board may be 
lowered from either end of the stand. The pine drawing 
board is held in an oak ash or frame, in three edges of 
which is a groove for an endless wire, carriej by sheaves 
in each corner, and a parallel ruler, clamped by spring 
clips, may be moved with ease and accuracy across the 
board, and readily set at any angle. 

ICE-CUTTING is a new industry in the 
Adirondack region, the pure lake water 
and the severe winters making ice 
of excellent quality. One railway line 
cuts across a corner of a considerable 
lake, and ice is cut at that point by 

the hundred tons, and shipped by rail to storehouses in 
the region to be s:Jpplied. 

• • • 

HELPING THE DEAF TO HEAR. 

The device shown in the illustration is readily inserted 
in the ear; can be worn with comfort and without in
jury, and has been found to be effective in restoring 
hearing in all stages of deafness. The device can be in
serted and taken out in an instant, is entirely invisible 
when in position, and remains in place without being 
held by the hand. It consists of an artificial drum 

THE HISCOX TUBULAR EAR DRUM. 

cushion, very thin, delicate and elastic, doing the work of 
the natural drum-head, and inserted and placed in posi
tion by means of a tubular handle, a tubular extremity 
admitting air and sound waves, and preventing over
heating and friction. 

The device is designed primarily to support, build up, 
and aid a defective or diseased natural ear drum, and is 
based upon a thorough scientific acquaintance with the 
anatomy of the ear. 

The auditory passage is a tube until the drumh�ad is 
reached, and t hese drums, besides being a remedy for 
ordinary deafness, are also a protection for sensitive ears 
against cold draughts of air, concussions in boiler shops, 
dust in mills, etc., being sometimes worn for this pur
pose only after good hearing has been restored. 

The expense of the article is very small. 
A pamphlet giving full particulars will be !'ent to those 

who apply to the manufacturer, Mr. F. Hiscox, No. 853 
Broadway, New York. 
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